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DRAWING AND PHOTOGRAPHY INTERNATIONAL CONTEST

Drawing and photography international contest (DPIC)
Fatima Vieira, Inés Nascimento, Pedro Ledo Neto,

The first edition of the DPIc international contest, Architecture, Art and Image — Utopia 500,
was held in 2016 and was aimed at 1st, 2nd and 3rd Cycle students and young researchers
from any higher education or research institution. Since its first edition, DPIc has shown an
enormous capacity to capture the interest of a significant number of students from different
countries and fields of study as a result of the collaboration between the Centre for Studies in
Architecture and Urbanism of U.Porto's Faculty of Architecture (CEAU/ FAUP) and the Centre for
English, Translation and Anglo-Portuguese Studies of U.Porto’s Faculty of Arts and Humanities
(CETAPS/FLUP).

At present, the scopio Magazine AAl publication integrates the International Drawing and Pho-
tography Contest (DPIc) — Architecture, Art and Image — UTOPIA, interconnecting the universes
of Architecture, Art and Image with the Utopian desire for a better world and for spaces that
provide a better quality of life. Important ideas present in the DPIc are opening the Universities
to the Civil Society through diverse submitted projects, showcasing the multifaceted richness
of activities, experiences and architectures.

The DPIc callfocuses on the theme of "Utopia” and invites participants from the realms of Archi-
tecture, Art, and Image to submit two distinctive images: one portraying a critical representation
of an existing space and another presenting an idealized, utopian vision of the same space. The
objective is to provide innovative solutions to the issues identified in the initial depiction.

The highlight of the callis the identity of university spaces, encompassing teaching and work
environments and their connection with the surrounding cities. This call was open to academic
communities, both domestically in Portugal and internationally, and while individual applications
were accepted, the contest strongly encouraged the formation of multidisciplinary teams.

The participants were invited to creatively explore the potentials of Drawing and Photography,
individually or as a team, and share their critical views and utopian visions of the spaces (and
respective dynamics) that characterise the institution concerned, by exposing facets that
were, until now, invisible or forgotten. We expected to receive strong utopian visions of these
educational spaces; in these forward-looking works, drawing and photography should be
understood as tools of imagination and critical thinking used to materialise ideas of Architecture,
as well as the experiences they may provide'.

The aim was to encourage participants to challenge standardised thinking patterns and idealise

1. See Neto, Pedro Ledo; Vieira, Fatima. “The universes of Architecture, Art and Image and Utopia". In DPIc: ARCHITECTURE,
ART AND IMAGE — UTOPIA 500, 7-10. Porto, Portugal: scopio Editions, 2019.

The aim was to encourage participants to challenge standardised thinking patterns and idealise
novel educational institutions spaces and advance forward-looking visions able to materialise
the impossible and make us want to perfect reality? . We were also open to utopian visions
that could interacts and create tensions with the critical view of a dystopian and contemporary
reality. This disruptive, but also constructive encounter between the two visions may create a
new perception of reality that is able to fuel a discourse and propose operational paths towards
the transformation of the represented spaces.

The scopio Magazine Architecture, Art and Image (AAl), which integrates this contest in
partnership with the UTOPIA 500 project, plays a vital role as a platform for disseminating,
discussing, and reflecting upon Architecture, Art, and Image through the lens of Utopia3. The
project promotes initiatives that disseminate and encourage critical and global analysis of the
practices anddisciplines of Art and Architecture, with a greater focus on the world of Image, while
maintaining a dialogue between these three universes. This contest is one of those initiatives,
encouraging participants to explore photography and drawing as means of crossing borders and
dislocating boundaries, and propose Utopian visions of a given reality that scrutinise different
problems and subject areas, namely in the universe of Architecture and Art. The contest, thus,
promotes a comprehensive understanding of Architecture as a practice that operates, on the
one hand, in real spaces, exploring new spatial codes and forms and influencing our perception,
and, on the other hand, within more comprehensive systems, such as artistic, sociocultural,
technical, political and historical spheres.

The DPIc Contest promotes an understanding of image, drawing and photography as analytical
and critical thinking tools that can be used to represent and understand architecture, its
transformations, and the way it embodies different identities and cultural cosmoses. The
challenge is to use Image as an artistic tool to explore new project ideas and simulate space. The
contest invites the authors to use Image, and their imagination, to express critical views and
forward-looking visions of urban spaces and architectures beyond their physical limitations.

The highlight of 2024 DPIc’s continued to be on identity of University spaces, encompassing
teaching and work environments, and their connection with the surrounding cities. The call was
open to academic communities, both in Portugal and Internationally.

2. See besides, others Colomina, Beatriz, Esther Choi, Ignacio Gonzalez Galan, and Anna-Maria Meister. "Radical Pedagogies
in Architectural Education.” The Architectural Review — Thinkpiece., September 2012. https://www.architectural-review.com/

today/radical-pedagogies-in-architectural-education

3. Many authors could be called upon for writing about architecture and utopia, just to make a case in point, Nathaniel Coleman
conducted research and written extensively about these matters: Nathaniel Coleman, Utopias and Architecture, st ed.

(Londres: Routledge, 2005), 1.



Selected Submisisons and authors

“Multiplying Uses Beyond Surfaces"

Thales Lucena Calasans

Thales Lucena Calasans is a final-year Architecture and Urbanism
student at UFRJ. He has been involved in research on urban narratives
through cinema, student organizing via FeNEA and CAFAU, and hands-
on experience in restoration and technical studios. His work focuses on
playful, critical approaches to space and heritage.

“The Journey of the Future"

Rita Soares

Rita Soares is a second-year architecture student at the University of
Minho. With a background in Science and Technology, she discovered
a passion for architecture as a more fulfilling path. Creative and driven,
she participated in the DPIc UTOPIA 500 Design and Photography
competition.

"Roots of time: Memories and
generations under one roof"

Flavia Oliveira, Francisca Carneiro, Rafaela Silva

Flavia Oliveira, Francisca Carneiro, and Rafaela Silva are second-year
architecture students at Luséfona University of Porto. Flavia and
Francisca come from a background in Science and Technology, while
Rafaela completed her secondary studies in the Arts in 2021/22.
Together, they bring diverse academic foundations to their architectural
education. Their shared experience at Luséfona fosters collaborative
learning and exploration of design through multiple perspectives. Each
contributes a unique lens shaped by their prior academic paths.

“Edén de la colmena entra las
montafas de Piedra"

José Demian Zamarripa Salazar, Santiago Rafael Soto Padilla

José Demian and Santiago Rafael are architecture students at the
University of Guanajuato, Mexico. José also studies violin at the
university's juvenile music school, with prior training in Silao's House of
Culture. Both explore creative intersections between architecture, art,
and music.

“Nuclear Paradise”

Antonio Lopes, Rafael Mangenot, Pedro Pereira, Tomas Ramos

Antonio Lopes, 20 years old, 2nd year architecture student, Rafael
Mangenot, 28 years old, 2nd year architecture student.

Pedro Pereira, 20 years old, 2nd year architecture student. Ruben, 22
years old, 2nd year architecture student. Tomas

Ramos, 20 years old, 2nd year architecture student, all students at
Universidade Luséfona of Porto.

"“Do terraco a piscina"

Jaime Pena

Jaime Pena is an architect from Ecuador, now based in Porto to
deepen his studies in photography. He combines experience in
architectural design and visual communication, with award-winning
work in architectural and cultural photography. His approach bridges
architectural thinking and visual storytelling.

"The FAUP Chairs"

Bruna Pereira, Laura Cunha, Lourenco Vieira

Bruna Pereira — Architecture student of the second year at Luséfona
University in Porto, Laura Cunha —

Architecture student of the second year at Lus6fona University in Porto,
Lourenco Vieira — Architecture student

of the second year at Luséfona University in Porto.

“Metro invades FAUUSP"

Henrique Munhoz Clesca, Ludmilla Zemella, Victoria Vernarecia Reis

TFAUUSP architecture students Victoria Vernarecia, Ludmilla Zemella,
and a member of the Urban Studies in Brazil Research Group engage

in critical research on urban theory, peripheral landscapes, and

Latin American dialogues. They collaborate with professors such as
Mariana Fix and Fabio Mariz Gongcalves, and contribute as tutors in key
undergraduate courses. All three are or have been members of Coletivo
Cobogé, a student-led group focused on the political dimensions of
architecture and technology. Their involvement also spans the student
council, graduation committee Equador, and extracurricular internships
in landscape design and institutional infrastructure. Together, they
represent a strong commitment to academic research, political
engagement, and collaborative learning within FAUUSP..

"The Degradation”

Jodo Carneiro, Tiago Passo, Rafael Pereira, Guilherme Meira

Jodo Carneiro, Tiago Passo, Rafael Pereira, and Guilherme Meira are
second-year architecture students at Universidade Luséfona.

"Sustainable world"

Matilde Carvalho, Marta Dias

Matilde Carvalho and Marta Dias are architecture students at University
Luséfona Porto
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